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Full Council Minutes Downswood Parish Council Meeting 
held at 8pm on Tuesday, 7 October 2025 at St Nicholas Church 

 
 
Present: Cllrs R. Wingett - Chairman; R. Cheesman; J Tournay; P Fincham; G Newton; J Cottis;                
A. Fincham;  A-M Butler; L. Rustem; Mrs T Irving – Clerk/RFO;  MB Cllrs Denis Spooner & Ciaran 
Oliver; KC Cllr Linden Kemkaran, seven members of the public. 
 
A warm welcome to the church was given by Trevor Sturgess – Friends of Otham Church & 
member of the PCC. 
 
Councillor Wingett delivered a fire safety address prior to the meeting commencing. 
 
Councillors and the Clerk introduced themselves to those present. 
 
Presentation:  The Downswood Parish Council 2025 Garden Competition. 
Councillor Val Springett kindly judged the competition, with the results confirmed as follows: 
‘There was one clear winner for the most colourful garden. It was 20 Horton Downs that got my 
10/10. There were 2 that got 9/10 - numbers 51 and 69 Grampian if you wanted to do any Highly 
Commended. 
 
On the Best for Wildlife Garden, the clear winner was 11 Ravensdane with 9/10. 
There were three who had the next highest - 7/10. They were numbers 5 and 17 Grampian and 
number 2 Foxden.’ 
 
The residents of 20 Horton Downs were present to receive their certificate (it was agreed to send 
the £50 prize direct to their bank).  Unfortunately, it has not been possible to make contact with 
the winner of the Best Wildlife Garden, therefore the award and a cheque will be hand delivered. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received and accepted from:  Councillor Val Springett (MBC). 

 

2 NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO FILM/PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD THE MEETING: 
Councillor Wingett. 
 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS:  None received. 
 

4 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 2 September 2025:  The 
minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings and were duly signed by                              
Cllr Wingett.  

 

5 ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.  No questions were 
raised.  
 

The meeting was reconvened. 
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6 WELCOME KCC COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICE – Emily Rogers.  Deferred to 
November’s meeting. 

 
7 REPORTS RECEIVED FROM:  

7.1  Kent County Councillor – See Appendix 1 
7.2  Maidstone Borough Councillors.  Reports were submitted by Cllr Springett –see 
Appendix 2 and Cllr Spooner – see Appendix 3.   
 

8 CRIME REPORT: The following crimes have been reported on e-watch.co 

• Kings Acre.  On 27 September between 17.00 and 21.00 hrs.  Somebody smashed a 
window of a residential property. 

• Longham Copse.  On 27 September around 16.27.  Somebody smashed a window of 
a residential property. 

• Foxden Drive.  On 10 September around 10.00 am.  Somebody stole a vehicle, 
EU66***, from a driveway. 

 
Report on Police Drop-in Session held on 15/09/25 
Shop keepers and members of the Parish Council spoke to the police about anti-social 
behaviour.  The police stated crime on Downswood is very low compared to other parishes 
and they have to concentrate their efforts where the most crime is being committed. 
 
Another Police Surgery is scheduled to take place between 3-4 pm on 29 November at 
Bearsted Green. 
 
Maidstone Borough Council has declined a request for CCTV at Mallards.  
If the situation deteriorates, the Police have access to a mobile, anti-vandal proof camera 
that they may consider for deployment.  However, the crime rate is currently too low and it 
is likely to be difficult to find a suitable location.  

 
9 PLANNING: New Applications and Existing Applications Update. 

To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below and any 
additional applications advised by Maidstone Borough Council and are available on their 
website between the circulation of the agenda and the meeting to which it pertains. 

  

 New Applications:  None received. 
  

Councillor Wingett approached Helen Whatley MP to ask Maidstone Borough Council for 
clarification regarding the Borough’s failure to maintain a five-year housing land supply. 

  Maidstone Borough Council’s response was as follows: 
 

‘Why the borough has fallen below the five-year threshold, despite recent Local Plan 
reviews and major site allocations; 
  
There are various reasons as to why the borough is currently unable to demonstrate a five-
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year housing land supply, these include: 
  
Changes to National Planning Policy Framework – in December 2024 the government 
altered the requirements relating to five-year housing land supply. This reinstated the 
requirement for all local authorities to updated (sic) and produce a five-year land supply 
annually, regardless of Local Plan status[1]. It also introduced a minimum mandatory 5% 
‘buffer’ to be added to an authority’s housing land supply requirement – meaning 
authorities need a demonstrable supply over and above the requirement contained in the 
adopted Local Plan. 
  
Macro-uncertainties/issues – there are a number of broader factors that are also affecting 
housing land supply, including economic pressures on house builders and purchasers. This 
includes cost of materials and labour and cost of living. These factors have resulted in a 
slowdown in new housing completions, for example. This is a trend seen nationally, not just 
within Maidstone borough. 
  
What specific measures are being proposed to restore the required housing supply, 
including any new calls for sites or revisions to the Local Plan; 
  
Policy LPRSP10 – Housing Delivery from the adopted Local Plan Review (2021-2038) sets 
out the steps the Council will take to seek to restore a five-year housing land supply. 
Broadly speaking, proposals for additional residential development in the borough will be 
supported on sites that are: 
  
“a. Broadly consistent with, not prejudicial to and contributing towards the positive 
achievement of the plan’s overall spatial vision and spatial strategy; and 
 
b. In a sustainable location and of a scale and nature commensurate to the deficit in 
required housing and the Plan’s spatial strategy; and 
 
c. Able to demonstrate the ability to contribute in a timely and proportionate manner to 
addressing the deficit in housing supply; and 
 
d. In all other respects in accordance with other Local Plan policies, in so far as they apply.” 
  
Further, as set out on the Council’s published Forward Plan, a report detailing ‘Emerging 
proposals for a new Local Plan’ is due to go to Cabinet for decision on 22 October 2025. 
  
The Forward Plan can be viewed here:  https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-
services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-
councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b
25lLmdvdi51ayUyRm1nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4JTNGUGxhbklkJTNENDI2JTI2UlAlM0Q
3NDgmYWxsPTE%3D (Item 22). ‘ 

https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRm1nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4JTNGUGxhbklkJTNENDI2JTI2UlAlM0Q3NDgmYWxsPTE%3D
https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRm1nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4JTNGUGxhbklkJTNENDI2JTI2UlAlM0Q3NDgmYWxsPTE%3D
https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRm1nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4JTNGUGxhbklkJTNENDI2JTI2UlAlM0Q3NDgmYWxsPTE%3D
https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRm1nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4JTNGUGxhbklkJTNENDI2JTI2UlAlM0Q3NDgmYWxsPTE%3D
https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRm1nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4JTNGUGxhbklkJTNENDI2JTI2UlAlM0Q3NDgmYWxsPTE%3D
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10   FINANCE:   

DOWNSWOOD PARISH COUNCIL    

FINANCIAL REPORT 07.10.25     

  

UNITY 
BANK UNITY  

NS & I 

  

Current 
Acct Instant Access 

Saving Acct 

Balance b/f   2,078.74 61,582.66 10,911.98 

Expenses: Name     

Unity   Service Charge (September)  6.00   

     

Total expenditure:  

                 
6.00    

     

Receipts:       

Caxtons Commercial Ltd Littter Picking Contributions  
            

567.84    

Interest   357.88  
          

Balance c/f  2,640.58 
            

61,940.54  
         
10,911.98  

      

 

10.1 Approve Statement of Account:  (Report previously circulated to Cllrs for consideration).   
Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Butler, seconded by Cllr Cheesman & unanimously agreed 
RESOLVED 

10.2 Conclusion of 2024/25 Annual Governance & Accounting Return.  The external audit 
conducted by Mazars has now been concluded, with no issues raised.  The Clerk was formally 
congratulated on her work. 

• Additional assertion to be added to the AGAR for 2025/26:  Expectation that all Councils 
are using ‘.gov.uk’ or ‘org.uk’ email addresses in 2025-26.  It was noted that KALC has 
arrangements in place with a provider that the council might like to consider. 

10.3 Consider Updated Draft Financial Regulations:  Adoption of the regulation was RESOLVED.  It 
was agreed that Standing Orders will be drafted in accordance with the Financial Regulations. 

10.4 Options for the NS & I Savings Account:  It was RESOLVED to keep the NS & I account as a 
separate buffer to the Unity Accounts. 

10.5 Insurance Update:  Open Spaces Equipment.  The Council’s insurance company has agreed to 
provide cover for the specified tools, at no additional charge. 

10.6 Donation Request:  DCA – Bench.  It was noted that Downswood Parish Council’s Donation 
Policy does not extend to capital projects.  Accordingly, any request for funding of this nature 
must be supported by a business case.  The documentation submitted included a statement 
that not only questioned the  integrity of Downswood Parish Council, but also raised concerns 
regarding the proposed location of the bench.  Following investigation by a councillor, an 
alternative source of funding by KCF was suggested, with the proviso that if KCF are unable to 
assist, the DCA should reapply with an appropriate business case. 
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10.7 Other Matters to Report:  A meeting of the Finance Committee to be arranged to agree a 
draft budget for 2026/27. 

 
11 POLICIES & PROCEDURES:  Training, Learning & Development.  Following discussion, it was 

RESOLVED to adopt the polices.   
 

12 CHRISTMAS EVENT – 30/11/25.  Report by the Social Committee.  
 

• Cllr Peter Fincham was thanked for all his work in obtaining a quote for the bench base 
and Christmas tree pits.  He will be seeking two separate quotes for comparison, prior to 
the next full council meeting.  Prices to be itemised to allow possible staging of the work
                       ACTION:  Cllr P Fincham 
Cllr Wingett to provide what3words location for; the centre of the wild flowerbed 
opposite Bournewood Close, opposite the telephone mast – adjacent to the shops and 
The Orchard roundabout.           ACTION:  Cllr Wingett 
Cllr Butler to liaise with Cllr P Fincham regarding seeking permission from KCC/MBC.    

                                                 ACTION:  Cllrs Butler & P Fincham 

• Social Committee to arrange a meeting at The Orchard, prior to the next full council 
meeting.                     ACTION:  Cllr P Fincham 

• Cllr Cheesman to contact Madginford School regarding the choir. ACTION:  Cllr Cheesman 

• Cllr Wingett to prepare a poster.                      ACTION:  Cllr Wingett 

• Subject to the number of columns approved for use by KHS, it was agreed for the Clerk to 
purchase additional garlands at £82.50 each, if required.                                ACTION:  Clerk 

 
13 REMEMBRANCE DAY 09/11/25:  Donation/Purchase of Wreath.  In accordance with Section 

137 of the Local Government Act 1972, it was RESOLVED to purchase a wreath for £25, with 
an additional donation of £25.            ACTION:  Clerk 

    
Cllr Wingett to present the wreath at St Nicholas Church/Otham War Memorial.                   
ACTION:  Cllr Wingett 
 

14 CLERK’S REPORT:  Receive reports & updates on previous actions. 

• Unfortunately, due to commitments, it has not been possible to arrange a meeting 
between Open Spaces/MBC.  However, MBC has confirmed that they hope a meeting will 
be possible soon. 

• Cllr Cottis and Mr Trevor Tourney were thanked for carrying out such excellent repair 
work on the Foxden Drive Notice Board door. 

 
15 LOCATION OF PARISH MEETINGS 2026:  Following this evening’s trial meeting at St Nicholas 

Church, it was RESOLVED that October to March meetings will be held at the Community 
Centre, with April to September meetings held at St Nicholas Church.  It was noted that this 
decision shows support for both organisations. 
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16 REPORTS FROM MEETINGS/SEMINARS ATTENDED: 

• CIL training was attended by Cllrs Cheesman and Wingett on 30/10/25 – slides have been 
shared with all Councillors. 

• The Clerk attended the Kent Highways Teams Meeting on 2 October.  A brief report has 
been shared (slides are expected in due course). 

 
17 CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED:  Various correspondence circulated by email – no 

issues raised. 
  

  18   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:  2026/27 Draft Budget, Olympicnic 2026,   
Community Warden, Mallards Park Sign. 

 
   Please contact the Clerk if you have additional items that you would like considered. 

 
  

To be discussed in closed session:  In accordance with Schedule 12 of LGA 1972 and Standing 
Orders Clause 3D, the meeting will be closed to members of the public and press. 
19 RESIGNATION OF LITTER PICKER/REVIEW OF THE ROLE:  It was agreed for the vacancy to be   

advertised locally.  At this stage, there are no plans to change the current role. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.10 pm. 

 
 

Date of next full council meeting:  To be held at 8.00 pm on Tuesday, 4 November 2025 in Downswood 
Community Centre.   


