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Full Council Minutes Downswood Parish Council meeting 
held at 8pm on Tuesday, 6 May 2025 in the Community Centre. 

 
 
Present: Cllrs R. Wingett - Chairman; J Tournay; P Fincham; A-M Butler;  G Newton; A. Fincham; 
Mrs T Irving – Clerk/RFO;  MB Cllrs Val Springett, Denis Spooner & Ciaran Oliver, 3 members of 
the public. 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received and accepted from:  Cllr Roz Cheesman & Cllr John 

Cottis – Holiday. 
 

2 NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO FILM/PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD THE MEETING: None 
received. 
 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS:  None received. 
 

4 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 1 APRIL 2025:  The 
minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings and were duly signed 
by Cllr Wingett.  

 

5. ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  No questions raised. 
 
The meeting was reconvened. 
 
6 REPORTS RECEIVED FROM:  

6.1  Kent County Councillor –  Not available. 
6.2  Maidstone Borough Councillors.  Reports were submitted by Cllr Springett – see 
Appendix 1 and Cllr Spooner –see Appendix 2. 
6.3 DCA Representative.  Not available. 
 

7 CRIME REPORT:  No new reports have been noted on e-watch.co 
 
8 PLANNING: New Applications and Existing Applications Update. 

To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below and 
any additional applications advised by Maidstone Borough Council and are available on 
their website between the circulation of the agenda and the meeting to which it pertains. 

  

 New Applications:  None received. 
 
 Awaiting Decision 

 25/500978/Full – 37 Monkdown 
Erection of a single storey side and rear extension, incorporating removal of existing 
conservatory. 
No objection from the Planning Committee. 
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Applications Granted 
25/500975 – TPOA – 14 Bournewood Close 
25/500581 – 12 Rhodewood Close 
 

9     FINANCE:   

 
9.1   Approve Statement of Account: (Report previously circulated to Cllrs for consideration).   
Acceptance of the report was proposed by Cllr Wingett, seconded by Cllr Newton & unanimously 
agreed.  RESOLVED.  
The Women at War statue has been collected from RBL.  Grateful thanks to Mr and Mrs Rahmani 
for their donation were officially noted.      
9.2   Review of Internal Audit Report. The Annual IA Report was duly considered, from which the 
following is noted:  ‘Overall Conclusion.  We are pleased to again conclude that, based on the 
programme of work undertaken this year, the Clerk and Council have continued to maintain 
adequate and effective internal control arrangements. We are also pleased to again acknowledge 
the quality of records maintained by the Clerk and thank her for her assistance, which has 
ensured the smooth progress of our review.’  No recommendations for the forthcoming year 
were made. 
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9.3   Approve Downswood Parish Council Accounts YE 31.03.25.  Proposed Cllr Newton, 
seconded Cllr Tournay & unanimously agreed. 
9.4   Consider the Annual Governance Statement. The statement was duly considered. 
9.5   Approve the Annual Governance Statement  It was proposed by Cllr Butler, seconded by 
Cllr  A Fincham and unanimously agreed to approve affirmative responses to questions 1 to 8 
inclusive (Q9 N/A).  RESOLVED. 
9.6   Consider the Accounting Statement.  The statement was duly considered. 
9.7   Approve the Accounting Statement.  It was proposed by Cllr Wingett, seconded by Cllr P 
Fincham and unanimously agreed to approve the Accounting Statement as prepared and 
circulated by the RFO/Clerk.  RESOLVED 
9.8   Donation Request:  Kent Air Ambulance:  Clerk to forward the Grant & Donation Policy for 
completion.                                  ACTION:  Clerk 
9.9   Consider Donation Re Maidstone Borough Council/Foxden Drive Play Equipment:  
Members confirmed that they are very supportive of Parks and Open Spaces and expressed their 
support for the scheme.  However, a little more information would be helpful in making an 
informed decision.                    ACTION:  Clerk 
9.10  Consider Closure of NS&I Saving Account.  Decision deferred to the June meeting.  Cllr 
Butler to carry out an assessment of whether Unity or alternative account will be the most 
suitable alternative.           ACTION:  Cllr Butler 
9.11  Other Matters to Report.  None. 
 
10.    UPDATE RE COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING ON 29.04.25.  Attendees provided 
very positive feedback.  Further to the interest expressed by Otham, Cllr Fincham confirmed his 
willingness to carry out further training sessions in neighbouring parishes.  ACTION:  Cllr Fincham 
 
11.   REVIEW DRAFT COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN:  Ongoing. 
 
12.   CLERK’S REPORT:  Receive reports & updates on previous actions.   

• The work at the Deringwood Drive/Willington St junction to provide a small retaining wall 
to allow the bank to be reprofiled and cover the green ducting is in hand. Highways 
confirmed that whilst there is no timescale, it will be addressed in due course. 

• The new management company for Foxden Drive flats has carried out the requested 
fence repairs.   

• Open Spaces to assess the removal of 2 x bikes from the River Len.    ACTION:  Open Spaces 

• A deep hole in the grassed area at Foxden Drive was reported to MBC for corrective 
action. 

• MBC has been requested to reinstall goal post at Mallards. 

• Mallards fitness bootcamp to commence between 09.00-10.10 on Saturday 10 May. 

• Cllr P Fincham to provide photos of damaged kerbstone. 

• Notification has been received from Parkinson’s UK that an organised walk will be passing 
through Downswood on 08/06/25. 
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13.        REPORTS FROM MEETINGS/SEMINARS ATTENDED:  

• Ward Cluster attended by Cllr Wingett 08.04.25 

•  HMRC Annual Reports and Tasks attended by the Clerk 15.04.25 
All are encouraged to look at the training that is offered by KALC. 
 

14 CONSIDER PLASTIC FREE PRESENTATION (7.45 pm on Tuesday 1 July): 
The above was agreed upon with the aim of encouraging residents to go plastic free and 
use reusable glass bottles. 
 

15 CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED:  Various correspondence circulated by email – no 
issues raised. 

  

• Online NHS Survey – Feedback from Councillors.  Councillors confirmed they are happy 
for Cllr Tournay to complete the survey on behalf of the Parish Council.  

ACTION:  Cllr Tournay 
It was suggested that the various vacant units in town could be repurposed for medical 
services, such as physiotherapy, etc. 

 

18 ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:   

• List of equipment to be discussed for Open Spaces. 

• Mallards Park Sign 
 

 Please contact the Clerk if you have additional items that you wish to be considered. 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.13 pm  
 
Date of next full council meeting:  8.00 pm on Tuesday, 3 June 2025. 


