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Full Council Minutes of Downswood Parish Council meeting 
held at 8pm on Tuesday 4 March 2025 in the Community Centre. 

 
 
Present: Cllrs R. Wingett - Chairman; R Cheesman; J Tournay; P Fincham; J Cottis; A Fincham; 
Mrs T Irving – Clerk/RFO; MB Cllrs Val Springett, Denis Spooner & Ciaran Oliver, 6 members of 
the public. 
 
 
Cllr Wingett gave a fire safety address. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None received 

 

2 NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO FILM/PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD THE MEETING: None 
received. 
 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS:  Cllr Cheesman - Item 10.2 
– Church Donation. 
 

4 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 20.11.2024 & FULL COUNCIL 
MEETINGS HELD ON 222 & 28 JANUARY 2025:  The minutes were agreed as a true and 
accurate record of proceedings and were duly signed by Cllr Wingett.  
 

5 CONFIRM ELECTION/WELCOME COUNCILLOR ANNE FINCHAM – Cllr Anne Fincham was 
welcomed to the meeting following her recent election/BY ELECTION UPDATE: MBC has 
confirmed the new date for a by election will be 8 May 2025. 

 

6 ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  Questions were 
raised with regard to the ownership of the farmland in Church Road Otham, and what 
impact the recent Conservation Area Consultation will have, if it is approved. 
 

It was confirmed that Bellway Homes are understood to have an option on the land.  If 
the Conservation Area is extended to include the land, it will make it more difficult for it 
to be built on, but not impossible. 
 

The meeting was reconvened. 
7 REPORTS RECEIVED FROM:  

7.1  Kent County Councillor –  None received. 
7.2  Maidstone Borough Councillors.  Reports were submitted by Cllr Springett – see 
Appendix 1, Cllr Oliver – Appendix 2 and Cllr Spooner – Appendix 3. 
7.3 DCA Representative.  In the absence of a representative, the DCA to be asked if they 
would like to submit a report. 
 

08 CRIME REPORT:  Whilst members are aware of at least 2 new crimes, no new reports have 
been recorded on e-watch.co 



 

 

Page 2 of 4 

DPC Minutes 04.03.25                                                                                Signed: 

9 PLANNING: New Applications and Existing Applications Update. 
 To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below and 

any additional applications advised by Maidstone Borough Council and are available on 
their website between the circulation of the agenda and the meeting to which it pertains. 

  

 New Applications:   
 25/500581 – 12 Rhodewood Close 

Erection of single storey rear extension.  Part conversion of existing garage into 
habitable space and raising of garage roof.  Demolition of existing single storey rear 
extension. 

 DPCs Planning Committee has no objections to the application. 
 

10           FINANCE:   

            FINANCIAL REPORT 04.03.25    

  UNITY  UNITY  NS & I 

  

Current 
Acct 

  Inst 
Access 

Saving 
Acct 

Balance b/f   13,379.95 30,057.70 10,697.44 

Expenses: Name     

KALC PROW Training (RW) 84.00   

Sparkx Installation/Purchase of Lights 
          

3,600.00    

Richard Wingett Presentation Gift 41.35   

DCA Hall Hire 38.58   

Staffing Costs - Jan Payroll and Expenses 
         

1,856.99    

Unity  Service Charge 
                 

6.00    

Greenfields School Donation - Choir 
            

100.00    

Emma McLeish Face Painter Dep Xmas '25 40.00   

The Orchard   Deposit for Venue Xmas '25  100.00   

Staffing Costs - Feb  Payroll and Expenses  
         

1,839.59    

The Defib Pad Infant/Child Defib Pad 118.74   

Unity   Service Charge  
                 

6.00    

Total expenditure:  

         
7,831.25   

                  
-    

     

Receipts:     

Caxtons Com Litter Picking Contribution 567.84   

          

Balance c/f  6,116.54 
    
30,057.70  

  
10,697.44  
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10.1 Approve Statement of Account: (Report previously circulated to Cllrs for consideration).   
Acceptance of the report detailed above was proposed by Cllr Cheesman, seconded by 
Cllr Tournay & unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED.          

10.2 Consider Donation Request:  St Nicholas Church.  In accordance with LGA S137, and on  
the understanding that the donation will only be used to benefit St Nicholas Church in 
Otham, a donation of £100 was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed. RESOLVED 

10.3 Review of Risk Assessment – no amendments required. Asset Register – additional 
Christmas items included (value £1,010)/CCTV removed. The proposed amendments were 
unanimously agreed RESOLVED. 

10.4 Community Warden Service Update:  Awaiting contact from the Police. 
10.5 Consider SLCC Membership:  It was RESOLVED to contribute 50% of the membership on 

the  assumption that the remaining 50% will be met by Otham PC. 
10.6 Other Matters to Report:  None 

 
11     CHRISTMAS EVENT 30/11/25:  The request for permission to plant 2 x trees has been 

passed to KCCs Landscape Team for a decision. 
 Lighting quotes to be obtained for the installation/removal of:  garlands (as many 

columns as possible), 3 x motifs across the front of The Spires Shops, garland on a tree & 
also on a bush at The Orchard Spot roundabout.  Load testing will be required for the 
columns.   
Entertainment confirmed:  Balloon modeller & face painter. 

 
 Cllrs Fincham to make enquiries regarding sponsorship for an evening event, which will be 

held in the evening of 30/11/25 at The Spot.  The event will be at no expense to DPC.  
Feedback to be requested from residents to establish their thoughts on an extended 
event. 

 
12 CONSIDER ADDITIONAL EVENTS FOR 2025:  Family Fun Day – deferred due to the cost of 

the forthcoming elections. Big Day Out/ Spring Clean (Plant Giveaway) – Participation 
confirmed with Maidstone Borough Council for 14 June.  2 x Sessions to be held at 10.30 
am & 13.30 in Spot Lane Nature Reserve, in which details of the five-year restoration plan 
will be shared. The work is a partnership between Maidstone Borough Council, Natural 
England, Downswood & Bearsted Parish Councils.   Need for a Spring Clean to be 
assessed.  Cllr Tournay to organise a plant swap, with a stall set up on Deringwood Drive, 
close to the junction with Spot Lane. 
 

VE 80TH Anniversary (8 May):  Cllrs Fincham to organise displays by the Queen’s Jubilee 
Tablet.  It was agreed to purchase a commemorative flag, bunting & signage to the 
approximate value of £210. RESOLVED  
VJ Day (15 August) to be considered. 

 
Garden Competition:  Judging to be carried out at the beginning of September, when 2 x 
£50 prizes will be awarded:  1 for the most colourful garden and 1 for encouraging 
wildlife.   Cllr Wingett to request RSPB to judge the competition. 
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13 COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING UPDATE:  Cllr Fincham was thanked for hosting a 
very successful and well received event.  Further courses to be carried out in the future – 
dates to be confirmed by Cllr Fincham. 

 

14   CONSIDER HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN PROJECTS (Mallards Gateway):  Highways 
advised that they will only finance one project under the HIP scheme for 2025/26.  Following 
consideration, it was agreed to request a new gateway for Mallards Way. 

 

15   CONSIDER COMMUNITY RESILIANCE PLAN:   The DCA advised that a CRP was established in 
2015.  Clerk to request a copy of the plan for consideration, as it is likely to be out of date 
with current legislation.  

          Cllr Wingett has drafted a new plan, which he would like to share with Bearsted PC – as a 
river is shared - to see if the two parishes can work together.  

 

16 CLERK’S REPORT:  Receive reports & updates on previous actions:   

• Light in Ravensdane/Deringwood Drive steps has been successfully repaired by 
Maidstone Borough Council’s contactor.  The light is on a sensor which will be 
brighter when triggered by a pedestrian(s). 

 

17 REPORTS FROM MEETINGS/SEMINARS ATTENDED: 

• KALC Webinar ‘What a Council should publish on their website, why and how 
30.01.25 – Attended by the Clerk. 

• KALC, Chairman’s Conference 27.02.25 – Attended by Cllrs Wingett and Cheesman. 

• KALC Webinar ‘Getting the best from your Council’s website 12.02.25 – Attended by 
Cllr Wingett. DPC are following the advice provided by making Facebook one-way and 
turning off comments. Headlines will be provided on Facebook with a link to the 
website. 

  

18 DEVOLUTION/COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE:   Kent has been informed that they will not be in 
the fast-track devolution deal, but changes must be agreed for local government 
reorganisation.  Unparished areas should have some form of governance. 

 Every parish should be able to make their own decisions. 
 

19 CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED:  Various correspondence circulated by email. 

• Clerk to request the DCA to delete personal email addresses for three councillors, 
and remind the group that all correspondence must be sent via the Clerk. 

• In principle, DPC support the suggestion of a fitness bootcamp for Mallards.  The 
person interested in running the camp has been directed to MBC. 

 
20  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 1 April 2025, commencing at 8.00 pm.  

 

21 ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 28.01.25:  Open Spaces & Social Committees Events. 
 Please contact the Clerk if you have additional items that you wish to be considered. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50 pm   


