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Full Council Minutes Downswood Parish Council meeting 
held at 8pm on Tuesday, 3 June 2025 in the Community Centre. 

 
 
Present: Cllrs R. Wingett - Chairman; J Tournay; A-M Butler;  G Newton; J Cottis; A. Fincham; R. 
Cheesman; L. Rustem; Mrs T Irving – Clerk/RFO;  MB Cllrs Val Springett, Denis Spooner & Ciaran 
Oliver, 3 members of the public. 
 
Councillor Wingett delivered a fire safety address prior to the meeting commencing. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received and accepted from:  Councillor Peter Fincham – 

Holiday.  Apologies from Councillor Linden Kemkaran (KCC) were also noted. 
 

2 NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO FILM/PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD THE MEETING: 
Councillor Wingett. 
 

3 CONFIRM ELECTION RESULT/WELCOME COUNCILLOR LAWRENCE RUSTEM: Sign 
Acceptance of Office.  Councillor Rustem was formally welcomed to the meeting and 
proceeded to sign the Acceptance of Office form.  A list of Committees and Working Groups 
will be provided for his review and consideration. 
 

4 ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN:  Councillor Roz Cheesman was nominated, seconded and formally 
accepted the role of Vice Chairman. RESOLVED 
 

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS:  None received. 
 

6 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 6 MAY 2025:  The minutes 
were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings and were duly signed by Cllr 
Wingett.  

 

7. ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  No questions raised. 
 
The meeting was reconvened. 
 
8 REPORTS RECEIVED FROM:  

8.1  Kent County Councillor –  Not available. 
8.2  Maidstone Borough Councillors.  Reports were submitted by Cllr Springett – see 
Appendix 1, Cllr Spooner –see Appendix 2 and Cllr Oliver – see Appendix 3. 
8.3 DCA Representative.  Not available.  Mr Everett has advised that he will ask if someone 
would like to volunteer to submit reports at the next DCA meeting.  
 

9 CRIME REPORT:   

• Murrain Drive on 11 May between 00.01 and 23.59.  Somebody damaged the interior 
of a residential property. 
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• Mallards Way on 11 May around 19.48.  A group of boys threw eggs at a residential 
property. 
 
The Chairman advised that this incident and the incident of 11 May at Murrain Drive 
were committed by guests attending a wedding at The Orchard.  The PC worked closely 
with the Police, and the youths have not returned. 
 
Police patrols at Mallards have been stepped up.  However, officers must prioritise their 
time where crime rates are highest. 
 

• Church Road between 18.00 on Sunday 25 May and 10.04 on 26 May.  Somebody got 
into a vehicle parked in the road.  They stole a purse. 

• Murrain Drive on Saturday 31 May around 07.59.  Somebody damaged a vehicle that 
was parked on the road. 

 
10 PLANNING: New Applications and Existing Applications Update. 

To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below and any 
additional applications advised by Maidstone Borough Council and are available on their 
website between the circulation of the agenda and the meeting to which it pertains. 

  

 New Applications:  None received. 
 

Applications Granted 
25/500978/Full – 37 Monkdown 

 

11 FINANCE:   

DOWNSWOOD PARISH COUNCIL    

FINANCIAL REPORT 03.06.25     

  UNITY BANK UNITY  NS & I 

  Current Acct Instant Access Saving Acct 

Balance b/f   7,534.85 66,246.94 10,911.98 

Expenses: Name     

KALC Training - LG Reorganisation (RW) 36.00   

EDF Christmas Lighting (2024) 7.20   

Staffing Costs - May Payroll and Expenses 2,132.49   

KALC Training – LG Procurement (RW)               36.00   

Unity  Service Charge              6.00   

 
  Total expenditure:           £2,217.69 

 
  Receipts:  Nil 

 

  Balance c/f              5,317.16         66,246.94        10,911.98 
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11.1 Approve Statement of Account:  (Report previously circulated to Cllrs for 
consideration).   Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Butler, seconded by Cllr A Fincham 
& unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED. 

11.2 Consider Closure of NS & I Savings Account:  The Clerk provided rates of various 
saving accounts that are currently offered by Unity Bank.  Cllr Butler to consider all 
available options and report back to July’s meeting.                      ACTION:  Cllr Butler 

11.3 Consider Donation Re Maidstone Borough Council/Foxden Drive Play Equipment: 
Clerk to request that a Donation/Grant Policy is completed. 

11.4 Insurance Renewal – Consider Quotations:  The options considered were:  Zurich 
Insurance - £515.69, Clear Councils - £1,190 and Gallagher Insurance, which would 
start in the region of £700.  Following consideration, it was proposed, seconded and 
unanimously agreed to renew with Zurich. 

11.5 Other Matters to Report – The Clerk confirmed that the 2024/25 End of Year 
submission has been completed and sent to Mazars for an External Audit. 

 
12.     REVIEW DRAFT COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN:  Cllr Wingett to confirm once available for 

review.  Ongoing. 
 
13 OPEN SPACES:  Consider equipment request.  Cllr Cottis proposed the acceptance of 

purchasing the previously circulated list of gardening equipment in the sum of £1,619.60, 
seconded by Cllr Rustem, and unanimously approved RESOLVED.   
Consider Restoration of Mallards Sign:  To be reviewed when the cost of the project is 
known.           ACTION:  Cllr P Fincham  
Clerk to check if the branches that are covering the sign can be cut back.            ACTION:  Clerk 

                                                
14 CONSIDER PARKING RELATED ISSUES:  Concerns regarding vans/cars parking adjacent to 

junctions on Deringwood Drive and on Mallards Way when football matches are taking place 
have been raised with the Police, KCC and MBC. 
The request for keep clear lines was rejected by KCC, as they are reserved for keeping sections 
free of cars in moving traffic so an entrance/side road can still be used. 

 
15     CLERK’S REPORT:  Receive reports & updates on previous actions.   

• A request has been made for The Orchard roundabout to be tidied up.  

•   Two homeless men who are living in separate tents in a field in Otham – queried with the   
Clerk by Downswood residents - have been reported to the police and MBC for welfare     
checks. 

•   MBC advised that the railings at the bottom of Foxden Drive steps were removed    
       sometime ago (probably by KCC), and there are no plans to reinstate them. 
•  Trees on Borough land that were reported as overhanging a resident’s property at the rear 

      of Murrain Drive are being checked by MBC. 

•  Following guidance at a recent KALC training session, DPCs social media is solely used 
    for outbound messaging.  (It is used as an electronic notice board with  
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commenting switched off as it is an official local authority information site).  Readers are 
subsequently directed to the Parish website. 

  
16     REPORTS FROM MEETINGS/SEMINARS ATTENDED: Not applicable. 
           
17   CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED:  Various correspondence circulated by email – no 

issues raised. 
 
18   ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:  Donation request – Air Ambulance Charity Kent, Surrey & 

Sussex and the Garden Competition.  Please contact the Clerk if you have additional items that 
you would like considered. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 

 
 

Date of next full council meeting:  8.00 pm on Tuesday, 1 July 2025. 
 
 


