Full Council Minutes Downswood Parish Council meeting
held at 8pm on Tuesday, 1 April 2025 in the Community Centre.

Present: Clirs R. Wingett - Chairman; R Cheesman; J Tournay; P Fincham; J Cottis; A-M Butler;
Mrs T Irving — Clerk/RFO; 4 members of the public.

Cllr Wingett gave a fire safety address.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Anne Fincham — Unwell.
Apologies also received from Clirs Val Springett and Denis Spooner due to a conflicting

meeting.

2 NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO FILM/PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD THE MEETING: None
received.

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS: Clir Wingett Item 9 —

Planning (TPO Application).

4 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 4 MARCH 2025: The
minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings and were duly signed
by Clir Wingett.

5 BY ELECTION THURSDAY, 8 MAY 2025/CONSIDER REQUIREMENT FOR POLL CARDS:
Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that due to the additional cost they will
add to the election, Poll cards will not be required. RESOLVED.

6 ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: No questions raised.
The meeting was reconvened.

7 REPORTS RECEIVED FROM:
7.1 Kent County Councillor — Not available.
7.2 Maidstone Borough Councillors. Reports were submitted by Clir Springett — see
Appendix 1 and Cllr Spooner —see Appendix 2.
7.3 DCA Representative. Not available.

8 CRIME REPORT: No new reports have been noted on e-watch.co

9 PLANNING: New Applications and Existing Applications Update.
To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below and
any additional applications advised by Maidstone Borough Council and are available on
their website between the circulation of the agenda and the meeting to which it pertains.
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10

10.1

10.2

10.3

New Applications:

25/500978/Full — 37 Monkdown

Erection of a single storey side and rear extension, incorporating removal of existing
conservatory.

No objection from the Planning Committee.

25/500975 — TPOA — 14 Bournewood Close
TPO Application to reduce one Ash to a height of 25ft and 5ft wide. Reduce two Hazel

to a height of 25ft and 25ft spread.
No objection from the Planning Committee.

Awaiting a decision
25/500581 — 12 Rhodewood Close

FINANCE:
FINANCIAL REPORT 01.04.25
UNITY BANK UNITY NS & |
Current Acct  Instant Access Saving Acct
Balance bf 611654  30,057.70 10,697.44
Expenses: Name
Otham Church Donation 100.00
SLCC 50% of Annual Membership 120
Staffing Costs - March Payroll and Expenses 2590.41
Paul Waring Foxden Drive Hedge Cutting 714.24
Unity Service Charge G.00
Total expenditure: 3,530.65
Receipts:
DCA (Final Payment to Dec '24) Litter Picking Contribution 81.79
Interest 18924 107 .27
Balance c/f 2,667.68 30,246.94 10,804.71

Approve Statement of Account: (Report previously circulated to Cllrs for consideration).
Acceptance of the report was proposed by Cllr Cheesman, seconded by Clir Butler &
unanimously agreed. RESOLVED.

Consider Membership Subscriptions: KALC/CPRE - It was RESOLVED to renew the
subscriptions at a cost of £723.01 ex VAT and £45 respectively.

Community Warden Update: Kent Police has confirmed that Special Constables would
not realistically be able to commit to assisting with Community Warden activities.
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Unfortunately, at this stage, the Parish Council is unable to make a financial commitment
to the scheme. However, any forthcoming information will be shared on the website.

10.4 Other Matters to Report: The 2024/25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return
has been received from the external auditor, Mazars.

11 CHRISTMAS EVENT 30/11/25: To consider:
Lighting Quotations. The number of street columns that can be used will not be known
until load testing is conducted later this year. It was unanimously agreed to continue
working with Sparkx Electrical. The breakdown of costs is as follows:
£60 per column (using DPC strings), Spires motifs £750, Storage £750, additional lighting
scheme* TBC £2,100.

Highways have advised that it may be possible to plant a tree on The Orchard Spot
roundabout. The suggestion from the Landscape Team to trim back the existing
vegetation and remove some of the rocks was unanimously agreed. The two trees are
now subject to a tree planting request®.

Entertainment — Response awaited from both Greenfields and Madginford Choirs.

Proposal for Evening Event — Unfortunately, due to the cost involved, it will not be
possible to proceed with an evening event.

12 CONSIDER DATES FOR: Annual Parish meeting/Annual Parish Council meeting. It was
agreed that both meetings will be held on Tuesday 6 May, starting at 7.30 pm and 7.45
pm respectively.

13 COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING SESSIONS: Following the success of the first
training session, another course will be held from 7 pm to 8.30 pm in the Community
Centre Lounge on Tuesday, 29 April '25.

14 CONSIDER DRAFT COMMUNITY RESILIANCE PLAN/APPOINT A FLOOD WARDEN:
A copy of the DCA’s CRP was requested but has not been forthcoming.

Cllr Wingett to review and redraft DPC's plan in accordance with the feedback he has
received.

Clir Newton agreed to be reinstated as Flood Warden, assisted by ClIr Cottis. Members
were reminded that Highways will need to be kept informed whenever signage is
displayed and subsequently removed.

15 COMMITTEE UPDATES: Open Spaces. A lot of additional work has been carried out,
including cutting back vegetation and clearing pathways.
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16

17

18

19

At the request of the DCA, the salt bin was assessed and subsequently emptied and
removed from the Centre.

Social Committee Events. The previously agreed items to commemorate VE Day have
been purchased. The intention is to display the items two days prior to the event,
removing them two days after the event.

Clir Tournay has volunteered to donate a lavender for planting at the Queen’s Jubilee
Tablet. It was noted that the long grass on the wildflower corridors is a habitat for wildlife.

CLERK’S REPORT: Receive reports & updates on previous actions:

e Bearsted Parish Council has advised that they are no longer able to run their Summer
Play Scheme. Tiny Tots, a registered childcare facility, will be providing a similar
scheme, which will be run by them and not the Parish Council.

e Attherequest of a resident and in conjunction with ClIr Springett, efforts have been
made to establish the ownership of TPO- designated trees located at the rear of Horton
Downs, following concerns about their excessive height

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS/SEMINARS ATTENDED:

e  KALC Local Committee meeting. Clirs Butler and Wingett attended the online meeting
on 31 March. ClIr Wingett reiterated how important it is that councillors undertake
training.

CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED: Various correspondence circulated by email.

e  Online NHS Survey. All Councillors are requested to look at the survey and provide
feedback to Cllr Tournay, who will complete the survey on behalf of the PC.

e Houses of Multiple Occupancy (HMO) Survey. Clir Wingett to complete.

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: Consider closure of N S & | Account.
Please contact the Clerk if you have additional items that you wish to be considered.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.24 pm

Date of next full council meeting: 8.00 pm on Tuesday, 6 May 2025.
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