
Downswood Parish Council Meeting –  6th May  2025 

Borough Councillor’s Report – Cllr Val Springett 
 
 
 
Whilst acting as a substitute member on the Overview and Scrutiny Committee I 

successfully challenged the deliberate understaffing of our planning enforcement team 

by the current administration. They have a vacant post which they are not attempting 

to fill, and they were trying to get report past the committee! I have concerns that not 

only are some existing enforcement cases are not being adequately pursued, but that 

this will lead to a backlog. It was agreed to ask the cabinet to look again at this and 

recruit to fill the vacant post. 

 

Planning enforcement is a vital team which needs to be seen to be acting promptly and 

effectively on planning enforcement issues, as complacency leads to a disregard of the 

rules as people think they can ‘get away’ with a breach of the rules or failure to 

comply with planning conditions applied when permission for a development are 

applied. 

 

Hopefully now the KCC elections are out of the way, business at MBC can return to 

normal as several meetings were postponed until the elections had taken place. 

The outcome at KCC was quite dramatic as you will have seen from the press reports. 

We now have a Reform controlled administration and time will tell if they are able to 

achieve the changes they promised. They did promise to deal with potholes, and so I 

suggest residents contact our new county councillor to get potholes and other long-

standing highways issues looked at once his contact details are known. 

 

I understand that the proposal from KCC Highways to reduce the speed limit on the 

A20 to 40mph from junction 8 all the way to Majors Lake will be taken forward this 

year. A public consultation process will be undertaken ahead of work starting. 

 

There have been few planning applications recently, and none of particular concern. 

 

 


