DOWNSWOOQOD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON TUESDAY 1APRIL
2025

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT BY CLLR DENIS SPOONER
| continue to work my way back into my Borough Council responsibilities.

There has been very little emanating from the current administration at MBC
over the past few months. In addition, we are now within the 6-week ‘purdah’
period leading up to the KCC elections on 1 May.

The only continuing controversial issues are LGR and the potential loss of
MBC'’s 5-year housing land supply and/or its 3-year housing delivery.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEVOLUTION AND REFORM

Uncertainties continue about what will happen and when. It was at one time
rumoured that MBC would merge with Tunbridge Wells BC, Tonbridge and
Malling BC and Sevenoaks DC. There is now talk of MBC merging with Swale
BC and Ashford BC and it has now been suggested that Kent could be divided
into 4 instead of only 3 new unitary councils, as had previously been envisaged.
Who knows? Meetings between the Leaders of KCC, Medway Council and the
12 Kent District Councils are ongoing.

As previously stated, | remain firmly of the view that all Parish Councils should
decide for themselves if they wish to carry on as they are or if they wish to be
absorbed into a far larger Town or Community Council that covers most, if not
all, of the Maidstone urban area. Otherwise, | see ne changes to Parish Councils
as a result of LGR.

MBC’S HOUSING SUPPLY AND DELVERY
I am increasingly worried about the potential loss of MBC’s 5-year housing

land supply and 3-year housing delivery.

[ am hearing rumours through the ‘Planners’ and Developers’ informal
grapevine’ that planning applications for additional housing at sites across the
Borough are being worked up in anticipation of MBC losing its 5-year housing
supply. This is confirmed by a proposal that was publicised last week for 1,700
new homes to be built in countryside north of Marden. As | have previously
stated, MBC’s loss of'its 5-year housing land supply will pose a serious threat to
the open countryside to the south and east of Bearsted and Downswood. This
would undoubtedly include land south of the A20 Ashford Road, which affects
Bearsted, and land east of Church Road, which affects Downswood.




MEETINGS ATTENDED

5 March: | attended a meeting of the MBC Planning and Healthier and
Stronger Communities Policy Advisory Committee. No items were considered
that had implications for Downswood residents.

6 March:

1) | attended a public exhibition in Bredhurst arranged by MBC to explain how
the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for the new Lidsing Garden
Community is moving forward and how development will be implemented.
(The development of the homes in this new development is critical to
maintaining MBC’s 5-year housing land supply).

i) | attended an Extraordinary full Meeting of MBC. There were no items on
the agenda that were of direct relevance to Downswood residents.

20 March: | attended a meeting of the MBC Planning Committee. There were
no applications on the agenda that had any implications for the residents of
Downswood Parish.
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