DOWNSWOOD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON TUESDAY 3 JUNE
2025

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT BY CLLR DENIS SPOONER

There has continued to be very little emanating from the current administration
at MBC over the past month and I have to say that this has been very much the
situation since the beginning of the year. Many Planning Advisory Committees
(PACs) which take MBC policies and proposals forward have been cancelled.
They are due to resume from next week.

There is continuing uncertainty over Local Government Reform (LGR) and
increasing worries about the potential loss of MBC’s 5-year housing land

supply.

It is still too early to see what impact the new administration at KCC will have
on public services throughout the county.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEVOLUTION AND REFORM
This has been supported by KCC, Medway Council, MBC and the other 11

District Councils in Kent. It is not yet known what the new administration at
KCC will think about it.

There are increasing rumours that MBC will merge with Tonbridge and Malling
BC, Tunbridge Wells BC and Sevenoaks DC to form a new West Kent Unitary
Council which will take over all the services currently provided by KCC.

At present, Maidstone Borough is represented by 9 County Councillors and 49
Borough Councillors. It is possible that LGR will reduce this representation for
Maidstone to only about 25 — 30 new Unitary Councillors. There would
possibly be similar representation for the other three District Councils which,
with MBC, will make up the new Unitary Council which could have between 80
and 100 Unitary Councillors.

We can only speculate about LGR. Personally, I think that the Government’s
proposed timescales are hopelessly optimistic.

MBC’S HOUSING SUPPLY AND DELVERY

I am increasingly worried about the potential loss of MBC’s 5-year housing
land supply and the implications this will have for speculative planning
applications for new housing development around Bearsted and Downswood.




12 months ago, MBC had a recently adopted and up-to-date Local Plan and a
healthy 5-year housing supply. It seems to me that over the past 12 months,
housing supply has been unexpectedly reduced by:

a) the current administration granting planning permission for the numbers of
new dwellings to be built on brownfield sites in the Maidstone urban to be
significantly less than the numbers proposed in the Adopted Local Plan;

b) delays with bringing forward the major new housing developments at Invicta
Barracks, Lidsing and Lenham Heathland; and

c¢) the downturn in the national economy — builders will slow down building
houses if they perceive that buyers are holding back from buying them.

There have been no statements from the current MBC administration about the
potential loss of its 5-year housing land supply which is very worrying in itself
and there is nothing about it on the agenda for the MBC Planning Policy PAC
which meets next Wednesday.

The Government has draconian powers to force councils to meet their housing
targets. I am, therefore, particularly worried that land to the east of Bearsted and
south of the A20, in the Len Valley, as well as land to the east of Church Road
in Downswood could become the subject of speculative housing applications
which, because of any loss of MBC’s 5-year housing land supply, the MBC
Officers may feel compelled to recommend be approved.

MEETINGS ATTENDED

10 May: I attended a public exhibition at Lenham Community Centre arranged
by MBC to explain how the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for the
new Heathlands Garden Community is moving forward and how development
will be implemented. (The development of the homes in this new development
1s critical to maintaining MBC’s 5-year housing land supply).

17 May: I attended the MBC AGM. Cllr Martin Round (Headcorn and Sutton
Valence Ward) and ClIr Brian Clark (Loose and Linton Ward) were elected
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Maidstone for the forthcoming municipal year. |
was again appointed to the MBC Planning Committee and to the Planning
Policy and Healthier and Stronger Communities Policy Advisory Committee.



20 May: I attended several continuous and consecutive meetings of all the
MBC committees which each met individually for only a few minutes to elect
their respective Chairmen and Vice Chairmen.

22 May: | attended:

1) as an interested Borough and Parish Councillor and as a member of the
public, the first meeting of the newly elected KCC at County Hall. It was an
interesting spectacle which has been widely reported in the local press.

i1) a meeting of the MBC Planning Committee. There were no applications on
the agenda that had any implications for the residents of Downswood Parish.

Borough Councillor Denis Spooner
Bearsted and Downswood Ward
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