Ciaran Oliver MBC Councillor Report — February 2025

The Government is pressing ahead with the devolution proposals outlined in their manifesto.
We received a letter from the Minister of State for Local Government, Jim McMahon.

The letter outlines the Devolution Priority Programme, which includes a ‘fast track’ option
that Kent will not be part of. The main reason given is concern over the population imbalance
between the rest of Kent and Medway, which raises governance challenges. The letter
suggests that local government reorganisation would be beneficial before a mayoral
combined authority could be established.

Despite this, the Government remains committed to working with Kent and Medway towards
devolution in the future and will provide feedback to help strengthen any future proposals.
The May 2025 Kent County Council elections will go ahead as planned.

The Government hasn’t explicitly stated how the devolution plans will affect parish councils,
aside from confirming that they will need to be engaged with the new devolved authorities.

Timings

The next key date is 21st March, when Kent council leaders must submit draft plans for their
ideas around a unitary authority. There are ongoing discussions across Kent about how this
should look, and the consensus is that either three or four unitary authorities will cover Kent.
A full proposal is due by 28th November.

New unitary elections will take place in May 2027, with a shadow year. Both MBC
(Maidstone Borough Council) and KCC (Kent County Council) will cease to exist by April
2028.

There is a recognised need for all areas within the borough to be parished. However, there
are no detailed plans for this yet, and there will be a consultation after the KCC elections.

Ward Update

I have been chasing both Golding Homes and MBC regarding the fly-tipping near Cross
Keys — progress has been slow, but some action has been taken. A resident has been
tipping domestic waste on the land behind Cross Keys and into the stream embankment that
runs down to the Woodland Trust area.

| have also been looking into the play equipment that was removed from Foxden play area
and whether MBC will replace it. The Green Spaces Manager is due to meet in mid-March,
and this issue is on the agenda for discussion.
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