Downswood Parish Council Meeting — 3rd June 2025

Borough Councillor’s Report — Cllr Val Springett

Although | rarely comment on Facebook posts, | do follow the issues being raised. |
know there have been calls for Downswood Parish Council to install CCTV at Mallards
Lake, to try to address the anti-social behaviour that has been occurring there.

Mallards is owned and managed by Maidstone Borough Council, and | have raised the
question as to whether MBC would consider installing cameras there. The parks and
open spaces team have passed this request to the Community Safety Team for
consideration. | have not had a response yet, despite chasing, but will continue to pursue
this.

| have suggested that if cost was a reason against installing cameras, that it might be
something that the parish council could consider making a contribution towards, but we
obviously need to ascertain if MBC would agree to installing cameras in the first place
before any consideration of funding them could be considered.

Now that we are in the new financial year for councils, | see that KCC are starting to
spend the money given to them to repair potholes. Known as a ‘pothole blitz," we will
hopefully see some of the long-standing potholes repaired. However, KCC does not have
enough money to fix them all, and will be prioritising major and well used roads, and so
repairs on estate roads will be very much at the back of the queue.

For those who are not aware, worn areas of road surface, where the top layer is wearing
away, are not considered to be potholes by KCC. A pothole needs to be at least 50mm
deep before KCC will consider repairing it. In Bearsted, for example, Mynn Crescent has a
very large number of deep potholes, which present a real risk to cyclists, but we have
been refused repairs for well over two years now. KCC have now said they will repair
them, but that road is very much at the back of the queue. So, repairs are likely to be
forthcoming on roads such as Deringwood Drive and Church Road, but it will be some
time before side roads are repaired.

Meetings at MBC are now starting again after the recent KCC elections. | am hoping that
the Cabinet Member for Planning Policy and Management, Clir Tony Harwood, will
urgently look at ways to ensure MBC does not lose its five-year land supply, which would
be disastrous, and lead to unwanted housing proposals, on land such as that east of
Church Road, which we would struggle to stop. | note with dismay that the same
councillor, supported by members of the current administration has been reducing the
number of approved dwellings on some larger applications at planning committee -
such as the former sorting office site in Maidstone. This action is putting our housing
land supply at greater risk.

On a more cheerful note, the Otham Conservation Area appraisal and management plan
is on the agenda for the Planning and Healthier, Stronger Communities Policy Advisory
Committee on Wednesday, for recommendation to the Cabinet member to adopt it.



