Downswood Parish Council Meeting – 1st July 2025
Borough Councillor’s Report – Cllr Val Springett

I attended the MBC Democracy & General Purposes committee last week, as the committee is looking at the Community Governance Review (CGR), which is an exercise being conducted in advance of the proposed devolution changes being proposed by the Government. The main aim of the CGR, is to consider creating a town council to cover unparished areas within the borough. This needs to be done to provide local representation for these parts of the borough when devolution occurs and KCC and MBC cease to exist in their own rights. Existing parishes will be unaffected, although changes are being considered for the Grove Green area that lies within Boxley parish and the Thurnham West ward – known as Bearsted Park, which lies within Thurnham parish.

There will be a series of consultations and parishes bordering the unparished urban area will have the option to join the town council if they wish. There are no fixed proposals yet. Should one big town council be formed it would cover some 65,000 residents and would be one of the largest town councils in the country but would only have the same powers as a parish council. The alternative would be to create several smaller parished areas, such as perhaps Grove Green, or Allington. My personal view is that smaller parishes would provide a more local feel, giving residents a better identity with the area they live in, but it will be the residents that ultimately decide what happens.

Updating my previous report, the MBC community safety unit have responded that although they have no equipment available, they would not object to Downswood pc installing some form of CCTV in the Mallards Lake area to try to discourage anti-social behaviour (ASB). However, this is not as simple as it sounds as finding a location for a camera with a suitable electrical supply, which covers the affected area is not easy, but I will support the parish council where I can in looking at all options.

I have not been asked to assist with any planning applications in the Downswood area, but I always keep an eye on submitted applications.

